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„„l , -The name and address of contributor is written 
, z ' , n( pn C H study, and paper is placed over the face 
on the bacc £ f protection and for the writing of 

are usually numbered and 
criticism. Qil st udents are required to use thin 

French canvas (Young, Gower Street, London, as. per yard), 
To reduce postage. For same purpose no mounttngs or 

stretchers are allowed. . . ,, . , 

P „, e o All work marked “for exhibition is shown to 

Mr David Murray, A.R.A., at the end of the winter term: 
MissF S Wood writes his criticisms, and occasionally a letter 
of her own advice to the students, and lends them examples 
of good work. Studies are returned in June, or if a member 

especially wishes, in December also. 

Ru l e 4 _A 11 dues to be paid between the 20th and 26th of 
month preceding a new term, by those who wish to join lor 
six months. Members may join for a month on payment 
of is. per month, but have only one subject criticised. 
Summer: May— October; Winter: November— April. Sub- 
scription, 6 s. per term. Fines : 6 d. for failure to send in 
principal subject; 6 d. for sending in work late; is. for keeping 
portfolio more than a night (unless Sunday intervenes); is. for 
damaging or failing to return, within specified time, books, 
casts, &c., borrowed from the critic or other members. Fines, 
and any extra donations, go to defray heavy postal expenses 
of Critic and Secretary. All complaints, suggestions, and 
payments sent to the latter, 41, Bessborough Gardens 
London, S.W. 

October Subjects : — 

I. Orchards. — Quite sufficient suggestion of the subject 
may be given by a study of apples. Apples, showing delicate 
streaks of scarlet, or with golden tints under bronze and 
apple-green, some too that the wasps have hollowed more 
glowingly beautiful than the rest. If the branches are 
painted, note the sombre ashy grey of the bark, the leaves 
too are often sober in tone. If the apples lie on the grass, 
watch the softness of the green at this time of year, often 
touched white with frost. 

II. A close study of an apple as it grows is an ever 
beautiful exercise in colour. 

III. Sky Study. 


AUN 1 MAI’S BUDGET. 

By Mrs. Francis F. Steinthal. 


MV dear Children, -I wonder how many of you are 
now thinking of Christmas presents, and of what you can 
make for mother r I heard a little boy say to his father 
“Father, I wonder why you’ve never got a pen-wiper? I’ve 
made you tons! 1 his meant that for six winters, Archie 
had carefully put together four pieces of cloth, cut square 
or round, and fastened them together with the biggest 
brass button in his mother’s work-box. His father opened 
a drawer, and satisfied his little boy by showing him all 
the pen- wipers put away, because he valued them so 
much. 

Have you ever dressed the funny-bone of a goose or the 
merry-thought of a duck like a clown, making the little 
sharp point the face and nose r This little figure on the 
top of a pen -wiper is very quaint. A very funny figure 
can be made with bending strong wire into the form of an 
easel ; with the two front wires make legs, and with the third 
one make a prop for standing and fasten another wire or 
arms. Take 24 pieces of Berlin wool about 13 inches long 
and tie them together in the middle. Put thts on the top 

of the wire and tie a piece i of F * °" d “„ d the legs 

round the neck. 1 hen tie th . , • u 0 f ends 

round with a darker shade of wooing put 


sticking out. Bind the a»s in the^sam ^ ^ 

eyes, nose, and mouth on m string round the 

sticks with a match, and hang a ball of strmg 


’ •. i ,1m Hup a drum. 

neck with wool, so that it lo • ver y useful this 


I know from pleasant experienc f or small flower 

tittle drummer is. Very prt.tty r j n g S) that can be 

glasses can be made by button green string, and 

bought at any fancy shop, wlt J with a lighter shade, 
then joining three or four t0get Vnife' V very P rett >' fr f™ eS ’ 
for those who like to u.^e a Newmann an °-> 

easels, boxes, etc., can be go for chip carving 

ctaoot WT. with the d - g x 
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well marked on them. Of course .t is much better to 
draw 'one’s own, but lessons have to be done, and there i s 
not" much time left to be original. A very pretty work 
for older girls is the new muslin embroidery. You can 
make very charming table centres or night-gown cases. 
Buv a niece of Madras muslin, and take any coloured silk- 
vellow for instance, and embroider over the whole 
pattern and finish off with yellow silk to match. Next 
month I will try and remember some more work. 

Your loving 




Competitions. 

All competitions are open to the children of readers of the 
Parents Review. Stamps must be sent for return postage. Each 
article must have a label on it, with name, address and age on it, 

Rule /. — A fee of is. entitles a child to work in any com- 
petition. 

Rule II . — All work and drawings to be sent to Aunt Alai, 
Wharfemead, Ilkley, before the 30th. 


Baby’s Wardrobe. 

Patlerns . — “ Baby’s First Outfit,” by Airs. Singleton. Pub- 
lisher, Grant, 35, Aire Street, Leeds (2$. 6 d.) 

The clothes will fit a large baby doll. 

In November send the dress, which need not have so much 
lace on as the pattern. 

Class 10 and over . — Elsie and Eleanor Barton have won 
books. Irene Walker and Robie Broadmead have sent 
well-made petticoats. 

dass 9 and under .— Ethel Walker wins a book. Alay 
and Kitty Davy and Alary Glew have also worked petticoats. 


ouk. EOT. 


"lien in her Cot appeared in the October Number < 
ro ers and Sisters” (to be had from Aliss Tijlart 
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..Waifs and Strays" Office, ChuZZ^T WestmtaeB 
S.W. Pnce . \i., including postage). Ellen is in the Coi 
next to the empty one, with our inscription on the head ot 
bed, “ Cot given by Aunt Alai’s Nieces and Nephews.” 

Ellen continues much the same, certainly no better ; indeed 
her leg is very inflamed, and we fear there must soon be an 
operation to remove more of the diseased bone. She has 
often been out, but it tires her very much. 

Will all “Nephews and Nieces” be careful to address 
any letters or parcels to “ The Lady Superintendent,” and 
not to Aliss Howes, as she has left and gone to Madeira, so 
that forwarding letters not only causes delay, but is also 
expensive. 


Little Authors. 

The following Authors wrote tales on “Wee Weenie’s first 
Christmas at the North Pole Dorothy Lovell, Alargaret 
Powell, Lady Dorothy Osborne and Henzell Pidcock. The 
tales, together with the last two, will be sent to each writer, 
who will mark those most approved of. 

As the Christmas Alagazine is now being prepared, no 
subject will be given until December. 


Christmas Magazine. 

This Magazine is now four^ yearsold, and £* has 

send ZirVorkM before the 30th, so that ^“^“des, 

Christmas journey about Decern er ^ are asked f or . 

riddles, games, poems, and any o f that a capital 

The tales have improved so ™ UC , type -written, should 
number may be expected. The tales, y P 

not exceed io by 8 inches. 

LITTLE WORKERS’ 

Founder: Mrs. Edmund SlK °" ^ for a ch ild 

Each member makes two garmen 
known to the worker. , ss for a little gkA 

In November send a warm 

lO.tt 
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The Order of Chivalry. 


, a i:*t1e Sale of Work for the Order will be 
h !" N0 X It would be a nice Christmas present to £ 
s e d 't n Jfif other members would have little drawing-room 

saTes or Entertainments for the poor little children in London, 

who have no kind friends to help them to have a happy 
Christmas. 


The following have become Companions and Associates of 
he Order during the last month :-Esme Denmstown, Lady 
Dorothy Osborne, and Miss Lanphier. Each one has become 
l Santa Claus to a poor little girl. 


Art Club. 


Rule /.—No drawing must exceed 12 by 12. 
//. — Drawings must be sent flat. 
///.—All work must be original. 


Subjects for November : — 

I. A horizontal design for a square box-lid. Give line, 
mass and finished drawing, basing the last on the holly. 
Paint blue-green leaves, red berries, and pale yellow back- 
ground, thus introducing the three primary colours. Line and 
mass can be drawn in pencil. Put no shade on the leaves 
and flowers. 

II. Paint three filberts nicely arranged against a pale grey 
background, on a white cloth. Remember the shadows, and 
notice the various greens on the leaves. 

III. One scene in “ A Visit to Winterland ” (this month’s 
tale). 


Some laws of good design : — 

Three is an important number in design. Remember the 
following rules : — 


(1) No composition is perfect in which any one of the three 
colours * s wa nting, either alone or in combination, 
e t ree primary colours are red, blue and yellow. 

\2) No composition is perfect in which either of the three 


following lines are not 


anr i . , present : — Straight line, slanting b ne > 

but if us!, i° r i Cirde ' Strai & ht llnes give strength and repose, 
g“e , U ce d andl W0U ' d be ” n “ Curved lines 
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(3) The Egyptians took three great laws from nature- 

(a) Radiation from the parent stem— that stems branch 
out from the centre trunk which supports the whole 
(vertical design). 

(b) Proportionate distribution of areas— i.e., the greatest 
mass of leaf is at the base, and this gradually gets 
thinner until at the summit the light can be seen coming 
through. 

( c ) Tangential curvature of the leaves. This will be 
more fully explained next month. Notice meanwhile 
how the veins of a leaf curve off from the centre rib, 
and do not cut or intercept one another. All lines 
tangential to a principal line express action. All 
lines at right angles express strength and repose. 

Now comes our last rule about threes— 

(4 There must in each design be contrast, i.e., of light and 
shade ; series, i.e., repetition in groups ; and symmetry. 

Learn these rules by heart this month, and remember them 

when drawing the holly design. 

Stability. — Firm, steady, established. It is necessary o 
avoid the introduction of too many curves by the occasional 

ordered curves and to 

position, as well as > g udity an d simplicity to a 

Straight lines give firmness, sol y, 

composition. , . composition in which 

Subordination. Can be oun another, for instance, 

one part of the design ** Variety 

that the flowers are not 1 predom j n a.ice and 

and harmony depend on th _ and the curved 

subordination of the straigi 


lines 


and 


. . ._ sent landscape, seascape, 

The following artists 

design : — M Vallance, Nellie an 

Josephine Scruby, Constance ^ Thompson, Dorothy 
Dorothy Goodwyn, Eveline and Kathleen Allen. 

Marriott, Grace E. and ' Kennedy, Eldred and I t, je , 
Dora Hatherley, Gladys Cla k Abbay, 

Reynolds, Katie Swan, ^“ Run dle Josephine and Enc 

B. Baumann, Eileen Stnyly, Honor 
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B. Hickson, Basil Leverson, Rachel Barclay, Beryl Durand, 
Mabel B. Mathwin, Cecile and Tom Parke, Madgie and 
Wilfrid Crook, Cecily Cholmondeley, Dorothea Senior, Nell a 
Heath, Berta Wilson, Kathleen Kersey, Mary E. Dovvding, 
Daisy, Rosalind and Evelyn Crookshank, Grace Strang Steel,’ 
Helena Scruby, Marguerite Dowding, Dorothy Denison’ 
Robie Broadmead, Lawrence Cadbury, Katherine Marriott’ 
Edith M. Walker, Sylvia Smyly, Frances Butt, Marjorie 
Barbour, Dorothy Woods, Dorothy Ker, Sylvia Power, Victor 
Allen, Evelyn, Sylvia, and Marjorie Powys, Marjorie Franklin, 
Dorothy Yeo, Margaret Powell, Grace Raine, Winifred 
Edminson, Irene and A. Maitland Durant. 


UP WITH THE LARK. 

By Katherine Osler. 

( Continued from page 119.J 

A VISIT TO WINTERLAND. 

One day, just such a bright frosty day as this, which makes 
one feel as if one couldn’t sit still, I took it into my head to 
slide, which of course was very absurd, at my time of life. 
If I had realized where my slide would take me, perhaps I 
should never have made it, but I enjoyed myself so much 
that I have never regretted it. When I began to slide I 
found that I could not stop myself, but went sliding on and on, 
without any fear of falling, which is a delightful sensation. 
At last I saw some iron gates straight ahead of me, and 
egan to wonder whether I should be able to stop myself, or 
whether I should slide bang into them, when to my surprise 
aS , .f ame (dose to them they opened, and I slid right 
covpr^ 1 -T lnt ° a large White £ arden - All the ground was 

which l W B H Snow ; and a11 the paths were smooth ice > on 
on them TB ^ Skate ’ for h was impossible to walk 

witime andTfu f ° r me > because I had no skates 

so the sliding suddeniy desert me > 

where I was. Presentlv I Y v gS W&S t0 remain <l ulte stl11 
by many small figures cla^in pe ° pled 

noticed before against the *,• Wh ° m 1 had " 0t 

Two of them soon came un ™ hlteneS , S of everything else. 

P to me, and said in commanding 
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tones, which I felt there was no disobeying « A rf 

give the pass-word!” I endeavoured to^n^ Advance > and 
as I took a step, down I went, and in a sUtimTn b v &S S °° n 
sliding, sliding, sliding, right to the door of P ° n W u ent 

palace, which stood almost hidden among leaflesHreVand 
huge evergreen bushes Here I got „ p , not havi J™* 

my second slide so much as mv first T • s J y 

y . y urst - 1 was again requested 

to give the pass-word, but could only answer feebly ‘‘I don't 
know what it is. ’ 

“ Not know the pass-word ? Then however did you get in ?” 
they asked. 

“I— 1 — 1 slid >” 1 murmured, tremulously, “and then the 
gates opened, and I came right in; I couldn’t help it I’m 
sure, and I’ll never do it again, if you’ll only let me go home.” 
The fur-clad creatures now began bowing in a most rever- 
ential manner, and at first I thought I was the object of their 
respect, when I saw it was not to me but to a lady who was 
skating gracefully towards us that they made their obeisances. 
She was very tall, and clad from head to feet in a magnificent 
ermine robe, from under the hood of which a few stray locks 
of golden hair curled bewitchingly round her sweet merry 
face. She was followed by two ladies-in-waiting, clad in 
white bear-skin, and two stalwart beef-eaters. 

“ Who is this ? ” she asked, looking at me calmly with her 

blue eyes. , 

“ If you please, your Majesty, he says he slid here y 

accident, and doesn’t know the pass-word,” said the furry 

members of the palace guard. 

“ Who are you ? " asked the queen. „ ^ ^ n0 

“lama poor poet, your Majesty, I rep , 
intention of intruding upon your domains, 

Cl ^u Shan have it," she said, gracious.^ - «£ 

for myself and for the King. w j ^ * inclement Winter, 
though some people speak o ^ t ^ e wa y into a 

Come, follow me”; and so * a T* ng b vere d with skins, its 
magnificent hall, its glass-li e o s w itbi a thousand 

walls hung with ice mirrors, an sP a ^ prora ted with wreaths 
gems ; while the hall was beauti u > wgre st ill at work 
of evergreens, which several ser 


in rirrorm-irirr 
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« We are going to have a party to-night,” said the queen, 
“ and these preparations are for it. Sit down on that heap of 
skins, and make yourself, comfortable, and I will sen d 
someone to look after you. 

I sat still wondering what would happen next, until the 
door opened, and two hot mince-pies walked in, followed by 
a cup of coffee, the steam of which curled itself into letters, 
which I read, until at last I spelt out the words, “ Please help 


yourself,” which I took to be an invitation to consume the 
mince-pies and coffee. Lifting one of the former, I found 
that it rested on two little tin legs, which ran away as soon 
as I had taken the pie, as did also the supporters of the other 
pie, and the cup of coffee. Scarely had I finished this little 
meal, when the door again opened to admit the Lord 
Chamberlain, whom I recognised by his ivory wand. He said 
the King and Queen wished to see me in the morning-room. 

I followed his lordship into a small but cheerful apartment, 
where I found the King and Queen, and two or three pretty 
children. 

Oh ! ” said King Winter, “ how d’ye do, Mr. 


er- 


“ Skittles,” said I, some unaccountable impulse prompting 
me to give a name which was not my own. 

“Mr. Skittles, we’re very pleased to make your acquaint- 
ance. You’ll excuse us receiving you en famille like this, I 
hope. My wife said I ought to have received you in state 
in the throne room, but it’s such a bother getting on the crown 
and all the other paraphernalia, and then there’s mounting 
the steps to the throne, and what not, so I thought perhaps 
you’d not mind coming in here and taking us as we are.” 
acknowledged his Majesty's kindness and condescension, 
e continued, Xow, Mr. Skittles, we are having a family 
gat ering this evening ; we are expecting my father-in-law, 
• f anta aus ar| d his wife, and son Nicholas ; and my 

dnv ^Vi S esteem ^ an honour if you will spend the 
day w,th us and make one of our guests to-night.” 

hannv ” UrS d .u "u ked ‘ he Kmg ’ and said 1 should be “ most 

walk and* 1 * t” su £gested that I might like to take a 
walk, and sent Jack Frost with e * • r 

skates each westarted off i h So P uttln ? on a pair of 

met was a ready trussed turke" V ' Pa ' h ' Th6 firSt thi " g ^ 
“ That ' s f°r to-night,” said PHnce Fr g o« WardS * he 
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By-and-by we met a batchnf~Z7~ 7 
iced cake, and then I saw, to my horroTT^h' ^ * huge 
down the path, wobbling from side to " ° b]ect st Wi"g 
Having much difficulty "*■><* 

“ It s drunk, I said, in disgust. 

“ Why. that's the tipsy cake,” cried Jack Frost. <• All right 
old fellow, you re expected,” and the cake staggered on, and 
eventually arrived safely at the palace, as I can testify, for I 
tasted it that evening. 


The walk through the snowy garden soon became rather 
monotonous, and I was not sorry to return to the palace. We 
enteied through a side door, and were just in time to see 
lunch walk on to the table. Soon afterwards, Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa Claus and Nicholas arrived in their reindeer sleigh, 
with a great jingling of bells. 

The old gentleman was just like his pictures, rosy and 
good-tempered looking, with snowy hair and beard, and clad 
in a red, fur-lined robe and hood. Mrs. Santa Claus was 
cosily attired in velvet and fur, and had a sweet face, with 
the expression that mammas and aunties have when the 
children come to tell them what Santa Claus has put in cheir 
stockings. As for Nicholas, he was a merry little fellow, 
who teased his fair sister by giving his nieces and nephews 
unlimited sugar-plums. You may be sure I was all eagerness 
to hear how these great people talked, and I listene vvit 
much diligence, but their conversation was not un 


S e a r ma°aau S said, “ Well, Blanche my ^ar h ow are you 
,d your husband and the 

n ask, for you all look so w . Qaus wa s saying 

,1k with Kmg Winter, while • drive as we ’ve had, 
. her daughter, “ My dear ch\ , ^ just as we were 

thought we should never g e ‘ , gver s0 long, and 

arting Mr. Nansen called and the reindeer 

3U know your father Jots so ' ^ was ver y sympathetic, 

ipt waiting.” Whereupon - influence ot a cup o 

ieing which, and under the c iee ^ said, “Oh! well 
ta, Mrs. Santa Claus brighten ^ and so und, so it 
’s all over now, and here we ’ the conversation became 
oesn’t matter after all.” And hings including Nansen, 
eneral, and we talked of many 
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which brought to Mrs. Santa Claus s mind a message from 
that gentleman to say he would join Queen Winter’s 
party that evening if he possibly could, though he should 
probably be late. By-and-by we went to dress for the 
evening, and just as I was wondering what I should do a 
well-fitting suit of evening clothes entered my room. 

When we went downstairs we had tea and coffee, and 1 
admired the ladies’ dresses. Queen Winter looked lovely i n 
a gown of snow-flakes trimmed with bands of glittering frost 
and the little princesses also wore snow dresses, while Jack 
Frost was clad in a close-fitting suit of black and white. The 
court jester was there in full clown’s costume, also Harlequin 
and Columbine, who were to assist in a Christmas pantomime. 

At seven o’clock precisely a royal salute of thirty crackers 
was fired to announce the approach of T.S., the Cracker 
King. And now the guests began to arrive, thick and fast. 

I can’t tell you all the people I met there whom I had longed 
to meet. There were Scrooge, and Tiny Tim, and Mr. 
Pickwick, and his friends, and old Wardle, and the Queen 
of the fairies, and Sir Roger de Coverley, and many others. 
W hen the King and Queen had received their guests, the 
trumpets played a fanfare, and we adjourned to the hall, which 
presented a most gorgeous spectacle. It was hung with 
greenery and sparkled with frost. A beautiful ice floor had 
been laid for dancing, mistletoe was conveniently hung in 
several places, one end of the hall was curtained off for the 


was an ^ ^ centre ’ rea ching from floor to ceiling 

SDarkli^ r,St ^ aS ' tr , ee . ' 0aded With S ifts a " d ornaments, an, 
hi s and T ,T 5 ‘ a " d SnOW - Sa "‘ a Claus “Ok “1 
b anches , k y f tree ' and Nicholas ' climbing into it 
to Ws nan n ' he presents from the higher bough: 

everyone had mceividT^f ‘° diStribUte them ' Whe ' 

Santa Claus exclaimed, “ Why I^ad'^ “' ee ^ StriPP6d 
and hurrvino- raff vn Y> I had forgotten my presents, 

a 3 PaCk ' which ^.amec 

penholder with the end c myself) who received * 

Claus. After this we had snln 1 m ^ Hkeness of Sant£ 
games, and then returned toKh 'T" a " d ° ther Christmai 
and after supper came dancing ^ /°5 SUPP6r 

said “Good-nip-ht ” I c* j g ' lhen most of the g uest; 

a j,ed at the palace until the nex 
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day, when I was driven home in tVao • j 
S anta Claus, who told me I must „ reind ® er slei g h by 
his place at the North Pole before W V1SU him at 
“Did you ever go?” asked Jacky. 
ii C)h ! that s quite another storv tmi •*_ 
day,” replied the poet." ‘ “ tel1 " 


SENIOR ART CLUB. 

This Club is intended for Aunt Mai’s pupils when they 
leave her at the age of sixteen, but it is open to any readers 
of the Review , either lady or gentleman. The terms are 6*. 
for six months. All work marked for exhibition is criticised 
by Mr. David Murray, A.R.A., on the yearly “Pupils’ Show 
Day,” in Miss Stewart Wood’s studio, 44, Holland Street, 
Kensington. All particulars of the Club can be obtained 
from Miss A. Y. Davidson, Secretary, 41, Bessborough 
Gardens, London, S.W. 

Rule 1. — Work is sent to Miss Stewart Wood, 44, Holland 
Street, Kensington, by the 23rd of every month, and the port- 
folio leaves her on the 1st of the month following. Subjects 
are issued on the 21st of each month, but members may 
receive subjects for a term in advance on application to the 

Secretary. 

Rule 2.— The name and address of contributor is written 
on the back of each study, and paper is placed over the face 
of the principal subject for 

SSS JZl^OU students are re q tnred to use ^.hin 

French canvas (You.* Go** £ 
to reduce postage. I or s 

stretchers are , alloWad ‘ rked ..for exhibition" is shown to 
Rule 3.— All work mar end of t he winter term : 

Mr. David Murray, A - R - A ’’ al and occasionally a letter 

Miss E. S. Wood writes his criticis , examples 

of her own advice to the studen : , or a member 

of good work. Studies are returned 

especially wishes, in December between the 20th and 26th of 
Rule 4.— All dues to be pa whQ wish t o join for 

month preceding a new term, uy 


AUNT MAI'S BUDGET. 


six months. Members may join for a month on payment 
of is. per month, but have only one subject criticised. 
Summer: May— October; Winter: November — April. Sub- 
scription, 6s. per term. P'ines : 6 d. for failure to send in 
principal subject; 6 d. for sending in work late; is. for keeping 
portfolio more than a night (unless Sunday intervenes); ij. f or 
damaging or failing to return, within specified time, books 
easts, &c., borrowed from the critic or other members. Fines 
and any extra donations, go to defray heavy postal expenses 
of Critic and .Secretary. All complaints, suggestions, and 
payments sent to the latter, 41, Bessborough Gardens 
London, S.W. 

Subjects for November : — 

I. Still Life Study (November and December). A dark 
bottle with wine in it to give colour, rather in the back- 


ground, to iett it possible; a green wine-glass in front; to 
the right, an open plate with a loaf of bread or half a small 
loaf; steel knife in foreground. Size not to exceed 17 ins. 
by 16 ins. Rather a square canvas is best for this study; 
if the full size is not used, keep the same proportion. Any 
students who are in London should try and see a somewhat 
similar study in the National Gallery, by Chardin, the French 
painter. Note the firm drawing, the simplicity, the strength 
mingled with delicacy of tones, and the fine colour, the 
persuasive grey, for which this painter was so celebrated 
prevailing throughout the canvas. 

II. A drawing in black and white of the same study- 
charcoal, pencil, or pen and ink may be used 

III. A Flower Study : Chrysanthemums. If a group is 
arranged, th.s study should be done in one sitting-the 
whoht modelled broadly as a bouquet, with only one or two 

a e the 17™ ^ The and colour 

too great d ffic,°b an ' ,0 aim for > if this presents 

draw^d P a*rit X ““fun; 1 " 8 ' 6 SPray , ° f b, ° SSOm ' 

background. y y gainst a hghtly-toned 
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Bv Mrs. Francis f Ste]nthal 

My dear Children, This h 

all a very Merry Christmas. wTL ■ ^ Wish you 

together. The Art Club has inr ' H - s pent a happy year 

the progress you have made ha " much 17 7 ^’ 7 
other day I showed a portfolio mm • • 1 ? Sed me ’ The 
skeleton to a little girl of fout-andThmV VhTastf a 
great many quest, ons about the little girl who was lis ening 
She was much tmpressed with one picture, where Joan ! 
surrounded by pahngs. A few days after I received a 
l.ttle coloured chalk sketch of a girl with one hand up 
and the little artist sent word she was sorry she could not 
do palings. So you see how your work inspires others to 
tr y* The Little Authors have also much improved, and next 
year I hope this section will be a large and important one. 
One of your cousins who used to write tales for the Budget 
wrote to me the other day and told me that she now has 
her tales accepted by two editors of children’s magazines. 
Don’t you all feel now that you must begin to write r I want 
you all before enjoying your own Christmas presents to 
remember to give pleasure to either Curley or Ellen at 
St. Chads’ Home, Far Headingley, Leeds, or your little 
child in the Order of Chivalry. 

, I should like all the rest of you to give the dickybirds a 
Christmas tree. Have you ever heard of such a thing r 
Well, I will tell you how to prepare it. Choose a nice tree 
in the garden, not too high, and not too thick. Hang on 
the boughs two cocoa-nuts, each cut in half, and suspend 
them with string so that the birds can sit on the edge an 
peck well at the food. Then get a little mutton fat an ^ an k 
that on, just as you put candles on your own tree. e 
here and there fasten on crusts of brea ’ 1 W1 P di stance 
bread left on, and when the tree is rea y, go 0 ^ n * 

o r watch from a window the own 
they find they have got a real Cl ^ caMs> as yo u, 

This year I am not sending any - ^ 




